
      Today, we begin a five-week sermon series titled 

“Called,” which is based on the stories of the life of the prophet 

Elijah.  In Northern Kingdom of Israel during the reign of King 

Ahab, Elijah spoke the words of God to the people and prophesied 

against the king.  

      Elijah makes for an incredible study, so during the next five 

weeks, we will review scenes from his life as we hope to glean 

some concepts that will help us as we live our own. As we do, we 

will uncover ways that Elijah serves as a model for Christian living 

today. God called this prophet for a specific purpose, and that call, 

even being from God, leads Elijah to challenge his own ability to obey and follow God at 

times.   

We, too, often struggle with the tension that  arises as we follow God and continue 

to seek our own desires. God’s word teaches us that following faithfully leads to God’s 

perfect will for our lives.   

At the same time, following God may lead us to a place where we feel unsure or 

often uneasy about the direction. That still small voice that speaks into our hearts often 

leads us to a place with which we are unfamiliar.   

Elijah probably never expected to hear from God in the wilderness in a cave.  I never 

expected to hear from God in a small church camp outside of Abilene 30 years ago when I 

attended that Walk to Emmaus weekend that I mentioned last Sunday. But that is the beauty 

of following God, the unexpected. God still moves in the hearts of people and encourages 

people in unexpected ways, and these next five Sundays together have been designed to 

help us recognize and celebrate those ways of God.   

Julie and I are so blessed to have the opportunity to serve here in Abilene at 

Aldersgate and are excited to meet more of you today and as the weeks progress.  I 

personally appreciate all of the kind words and deeds that have touched my heart.  You 

have made our family feel so 

welcome.  You have become to 

Julie and me the hands and feet of 

Christ, just as you have been 

called to be in our local mission 

field, in our city and around the 

world. I look forward to 

exploring the ways that God calls 

us in the next several weeks 

together. 


